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TR 27] olr]Afe ¢zke] 4hS mART, FUA Ay, 1%, A
7] 97e] fFe] P 2PA 29H YAl FPEL A A
4¢] B39 =A(challenge)e] Hrt. PAHY AXE BEE g ¥
AF PR GAREEL QoM 3 &) Aol ol Yas) FEWC
aEE o2 Rymt Ao s AREL vl AgE AWy
b ZHe] HAE dhEslA F=Ites 258 5 e 9N BER
2 Adte] AlH Ak dAAAHA

2, Jkstt EHE

H7 ke 794 a4E5 ddsold Yag S5A2 £ U= 7
B0l uls- o] @AY, o] 7hede HA U SR Aol 7
e} PP oe WRSME F(rejecting) Utk RA PP 344
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A 748 AMEA} ARE= A-Ksuppression), -2 {concealment),
2] o] H A3 exterritorialization), AtHEH(relativization), QA 2jr)] ¥
3Hchanging the historical significance}& &8 dold 4= qlct. Aot
= TEY HA} <ol 39 HANE Zxe s BAgd AlAEe
GAH eJulg FATIE A guigic), Aoigdsid =AH X}
A AE 77t ORE AIRRES] QA oo 3o =M A7) <Rl
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TR, 2] JAld 71 E(ambivalence)d o)A 47
(heterogeneity)& | 445& $3sh= Ao}, U= o)R0] 714 A
& Aeltm g,

3. SR9 A

W7t ok &, 54 F9e RS bR 409 AlEE 4% 719
L AR 4T IHleltt. 19999 £ kel (Bundestag)L “Aks)
¥ #3 FHEE 9% 7I'dE (monument for the murdered Jews in

Europe)™s] 24& AR, o) 7I'FEE 2005 5960 SF=HAT
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1) James E, Young, AL Memory's Edge, After-Images of the Holocaust in Contemporary
Ar and Architecture{New Heaven: Yale University Press 20000, p.213

= P = -

O{EA S22 22} cipigt Zieisi7n 171

(I8 4) HISY E2ILE MAVPVIEE, M 222

o] Z1dEe] 24E 3 A Ao RadA, Hole 4T 9
AHESEe] GAfelr] B {UAg Afzlolet, o Atde] e AAINA o) %
5UUS0| G 5+ 4E 298k 2 o ofuE 21 vkx @
T U&7

v fFUE AL obdAlE 253 Al E3%E o] 71d4Eo)
dhte] ity ofulg 2 Sirka ARt o] 7|GEe] 7lE)7le B
FUgEo] 23 gl AR E2T2E 71oule] epid), of 7]
B 94 719 o] duy g Aska gt of 71dEL M
T =7rETe] ofuE} MiMT SR AR ri AR 5 Al F
Bl 25 =g JHAvt Mg v shbe] A Aldelr), EdeiM
APHAAY FAeste] B3 Alde P2 A7 %A dg
ALk AV AZlse BE g4, RE YN gide & &
AE Holot,

2) Frankfurter Allgenmeine Zeiung(FA¥Y}, Nr. 159(2001.7,12), p.29
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4) hup:/fwww, departments. bucknell edu/pr/releases/Archives3a202002/(%:20semester/
kor?420tal k62010-28-02, him

5) Goboddo-Madikizela, 2003, Pumla: A human being died thar night, A story of
forgiveness. Clarmont: David Phillp Publishers
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6) 5.7, Hanled,), Looking out from the Bast towards the World: Kim Dae Jung's Lecture
at Seoul National University and Debate vn Huwmnan Rights(Seoul 1998), pp.54~38, @]
B e Ho] A s30ct, Mamadou Diswara, Bernard Lategan, HJdm Riisen{eds. ),
Memory in Afnica, Fortheeming New Yorke Berghahn Books 2009

7) Jorn Ritsen, “Traume und Mouming in Historical Thinking™, Joumal of Interdisciplinary
Studdies in History and Archeology, Vol, 1, No, 1(Summer 2004), pp,10-128 3xsle}.
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How to come to terms with a burdening past

—The German example—

Jism Riisen

1. The challenge

History is a medium, within which a person, a social group, a people,
a nation and a whole culture formuiate and discuss their identity,
Identity is a self-relationship in human subjectivity, which synthesizes
the experience of the past and the expectation of the future, It is the
temporal face, by which humans express peculiarity and their difference
from others, In order to bring about liveable historical identity the
presentation of the past must include experiences the people can
identify with, Identity always asks for strong elements of self-affirmation,
Therefore history which presents an image of one’s own self has always
self in store positive feares of this,

This elementary shape of identity is dearly expressed in the following
quotation of a comic strip:

A negative self-image disturbs human life and is a source for mental
illness, suffering and self-destruction,

Negative historical experiences, however, are a challenge for historical
identity formation. Their negative assessment strictly runs against the
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need for a positive self relationship in historical culture, Therefore those
who had to struggle with this contradiction have develeped mental
sirategies of historical sense generation enabling them to inspire their
furure life perspectives with an encouraging reference 1o their past,

2. Possible answers

There are quite a lot of possibilities of fulfilling this need to come to
terms with negative elements in the past, They can be categorized into
two completely different approaches to the past: (a) rejecting it, i.e, not
giving it 2 place in the historical culture of one’s own identity or (b)
sceepting it, ie. giving it a place in the historical image of oneself,

{a) Rejeciion can be brought about by suppression, concealment,
exterritorialization, relativizaion and by changing the historical
significance. Relativization means to weaken the historical significance
of negative events by emphasizing positive ones within the same
history, Exterritorialization means o place the challenging historical
event outside the realm of one’s own history by assigning it to the realm
of somebody else’s history, Changing historical significance means o
interpret the burdening past in such 2 way that its burdening negative
character has vanished or is tumed into a positive one, so that the
perpelrator can appear as a victim,

{b) The burdening past can be accepted by moral condemnation,
Here the values nifing this condemnation are placed into the centre of
one’s self image, Another possibility — I think it is the most elaborated
one - is to integrate the negative events into one's own history thus
giving it elements of ambivalence and heterogeneity.

-
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3. The German case

The German nation is - as far as I know - the only one which has
erected a monument for its victims, In 1999, the German Parliament, the
Bundestag, decided to build a "monument for the murdered jews in
Burope’, and in May 2005 it was opened,

Holocaust Memorial in Berdin, first design by Peter Eisenman and
Richard Sema

Holocavst Memorial in Berlin, later design by Peter Eisenman®)
Holocaust Memorial in Berlin, detaii®

This is a unique event in the history of historical culture in the West,
if not worldwide, Has this any relevance beyond the specific situation
of the Germans after the end of World War II?

I think that this specific, if not unique case has a general relevance,
It does not only indicate a furure-directed Holocaust memory of the
Germans, but it addresses a general wm of the logic of historical
memory, It is a um which makes the German case interesting and
worthwhile to be discussed, not only for the West, but for non-western
counuies as well, For all places and contexts wherever the question is
raised how to come to terms with a burdening past, the case of the
development of historical culture in Germany might be interesting,

In Germany, the different mental strategies mentioned above can be
observed, I would like to bring them into a temporal order by
constructing ideal types and by ascribing these ideal types to the three

8) Young, James E.: at Memory's Edge, After-Images of the Helocaust in Contempaorary
An and Architeciure, New Haven (Yale UP) 20003, p,213

9) Frankturter Allpemeine Zeitung (FAZ) Nr, 159, 12, Juli 2004, p.2%
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different genertations of post-war German history, {For the following
argumentation | mainly refer to the West German case, )

The first generation consisted of people, who lived in the Nazi time
and had 1o build up the destroved country after the war, Suppressing
the memory of the Nazi crimes was rather impossible, The evidence was
100 strong, and the victos who occupied Germany confronted the
Germans with their atrocities in the comext of a re-education
programme, The publicly dominant reaction to the Nazi past was
concealment,

In order to build up a new democratic German state, there was no
alternative but to refer to the elite of the Nazi system except for its
prominent representatives who had fled, been executed or were in
prison, The involvement of this elite in the Nazi-system was not really
an issue in post-war Germany (except for the weak attempts of
de-Nazifying the German people in the first years directly after the war),
In some cases the suffering of the Gemmans during and after the war
was used to attribute victimhood to the Germans thus avoiding their
responsibility for the Nazi crimes, Moreover this responsibility was
exterritogalized: the Nazi leadership was separated from the normal and
ordinary German people who were seduced by these aliens, The
Germans concentrated their mental efforts on surviving the hardships of
magsive destruction by the Allied bombing and of mass expuision of
millions of Germans from the eastern parts of the country,

The mental structure of the Cold War helped the Germans to hide
their historical involvement in the Nazi-crimes, In the framework of a
theory of iotalitarianism they. could again —in an intellectually rather
aitractive way - exterritorialize these crimes into the realm of
conurunism, ‘The East German state did the same by attributing Nazism
t0 capitalism, thus transferring the whole blame of the recent German
past 1 West Germany, The official ideology of anti-fascism rendered the
East-Genmnans innocent,

-+ - =
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Under the veil of convealment the burden of responsibility was
transferred to the next generation, Indeed, this generation accepted its
responsibility and changed the historical culture of concealment into a
highly moralizing attitude towards the recent German past, By
moralization self-affinnation was gained, Doing so the young Germans
refersed to the principles of a universalistic morality, and they inscribed
these principles into the fundamentals of the historical and, of course,
the political culture of West Germany, Ar the same time they pushed
the German past intp a fundamential distance from themselves defining
their historical identity by this distance and by an identification with the
victims,

The Holocaust memorial in Berlin is a speaking symbol for this taking
over the histotical responsibility for the Nazi past and its crimes against
humanity, and for identifying with the victims,

However, there remained the unsolved problem of this generation, It
was the question of how to mediate their genealogical connection, their
being a part of German history, which critically kept the past in
distance,

The third generation had to find an answer to this question, This
answer has characterized the historical culture of Gemmany ever since
the Jare 80s up to our days. It can be addressed by the category of
historization,

Historization does not mean that the burdening past is losing its
threatening challenge to the cultural orientation of the Germans in the
realm of historical memory, On the contrary: the power of the memory
of the Nazi-crimes has increased with the temporal distance to its
occurrence, The German nation of today is an outcome of the history
which includes the Nazi barbarism and - now afier unification also the
inhumanity of the communist system - the Germans are now trying o
re-integrate the past hitherto kept in distance from their identity into it,
By doing so they have nat given up the moral standards which have
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been inscribed into the fundamentals of their histordcal and political
culture,

This process of re-integrating the burdening past into the historical
frame of cultural crientation is still going on, and the end of it is still
open. Nevertheless, some features of this new Genman historical culture
have already become visible, Its main characteristics are a growing
heterogeneity and ambivalence of the historical features which define
German identity, The dark parts, the shadow of inhumanity are being
integrated into a highly complex historical self-<understanding, The
spatial proximity of the Holocaust memorial to the monuments of other
and older German history in the centre of Berlin signifies this new
ambivalence,

It is in this new pledge for ambivalence that the German historical
culture now can integrate historical experiences which had been
excluded in favour of a clear moral judgement, Since the late 80s the
Germans felt able to say “we” meaning the perpetrators and they could
thematlze their own victimization and their suffering in and after the war
at the same time, The Allied bombing and the mass expulsion, which
did not fit into the morally condemned recent past have now become
a part of it, This tock place, of course, without blurring the clear lines
of responsibility,

4. The significance of the German case

Has the described German case any paradigmatic significance for the
development of historical culture in other countries? There is some
evidence for a positive answer to this question, We can observe, for
instarice, that in other Furopean countries similar changes of the
structure of collective memory have taken place, Clear distinctions
between the positive view on one’s own past in contrast to the negative
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past of the other peoples (mainly the Germans) are given up in favour
of more complex traits of one's own historical self-understanding, In this
respect €.g. the collaboration with the German aggressor has got
growing attendance, Responsibility to the inhumanity and barbarism of
Nazi rule were attributed to a wider range of historical experience than
that of Germany, The European dimension of racism and anti-Sermitism
is systematically taken into account. A higher degree of ambivalence is
redlized by the insight of the German neighbours into their own
involvernent in the inhumane ideclogy and activities culminating in the
Holocaust; thus the innocence of one's own people is belng blurred,

This growing complexity or heterogeneity and ambivalence seems to
become an essential element of the emerging European historical culture
which includes and synthesizes the various national and regional
historical memories of the European countres and pecples, The
distinction between victims and perpetrators has not been given up, but
it is gaining more complexity, Perpetrators can be victims at the same
time and vice versa,

This tendency is of great importance for overcoming the traditional
powerful ethnocentrism in historcal eutture, which is still prevailing all
over the word, The described ambivalence may dissolve the strict
distinction between good and evil, which always cccurs when drawing
a historcal line of definition conceming the image of oneself in
difference to the othemess of the others, (Even the widespread
moralistic attitude of dividing the world of historical memory into that
of perpetrators and wictims - not to speak of the profiteers and
bystanders - is based on the logic of ethnocentrism and its unbalanced
distribution of values between the positive self and the less positive or
negative othemess of the others,) Allowing the shadow of one's own
history a place in the cultural processes of identity building opens the
door to a new approach to the othemess of the others beyond the clear
mutual exclusion of good and evil, Ambivalence makes it possible o
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keep up the peculiarity of one’s own historical identity and to recognize
the peculiarity of the others on the same normative level of being
humzn, The ethnocenic division of peoples, nations, and cultures is
overcome by sharing the values of humaneness as well as the potential
of inhumanity in every human being,

if this basic humanism is achieved in the fundamentals of historical
culture a further step can be done 10 overcome the lasting compulsion
10 repeat the struggles and conflicts of the past by the way they are
commemorated, This step is the step of forgiving, Forgiving introduces
a new power of humznism imto the mental activiies of forming
historical identity,

There are not many examples for this humanizing historical memory,
But nevertheless, they exist, Let me mention only three: the first is the
remarkable announcement of Eva Kor at the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of the liberation of Auschwilz; here she announced her
manifesto of forgiving: “Fifty years after liberation from Auschwitz, I Eva
Mozes Kor, in my name onily, give this amnesty because it is time to
go om; it is time to heal our souls; it is time to forgive; but never forge
t---"10)

This act of forgiving was an act of liberation for herself: “A burden
of pain was lifted from my shoulders. I was no longer a victim of
Auschwitz, 1 was no longer a prisoner of my tragic past, I was finally
free,"11)

My second example is the tuth-and-reconciliation-commission in
South Africa, The black female author Pumla Gbodo-Madizikela has
published a book about her experience and engagement in the context
of the work of this commission, 12} This book is a speaking example for

10) hrtpi//users, abes, comy/eandles/amnesty, him

11} heetp:/swew depatments, bucknell, edu/pr/releases/Archives?h202002/(al%20semester/
kort%201alken2010-2802, Him

12} Gobodo-Madikizela, Pumla: A human being died that night, A story of forgiveness,

- —

b o e e

0% FepAzi® ai et iy Aeivl? ) 187

the idea and the practical realization of forgiveness as an element of
historical culture,

The third example is a Korean one, I think of a dialogue between
a student of Seoul National University and Kim Dae Jung, former
Presidert of the Republic of Korea during a question and answer session
after the latter had delivered a lecture at Seoul National University on
26 September 1997, When he was asked for his relation to those
politicians who are responsible for the Kwangju massacre he said: “To
be able to reconcile is the most desirable situation, However, even if
the offenders do not apologize, the victim can still forgive, "13)

With this last example I would like to conclude, The steps from
concealment to moralizadon and from moralization to historization can
and should be pursued into the direction of this growth of humaneness
in historical culture, We should carry our necessary moral judgement of
past events into a mental process of mouming, 14 By this process the
loss of humanity in the past can create a chance of gaining it back in
a new way, The chain of atrocities usually binds the past to the present
by the compulsive power of repetition,, This chain can be broken in
coming to terms with the burdening past. Forgiving can liberate us from
the burden of the past,

Clarmont: David Philip Publishers 2003

13) Han, S.J. (ed,} 1998, Looking out from the East (owards the wordd: Kim Dae Jung's
Lecture at Sequl National University and Debate on Human Righis, Seoul, $4~58 3
republished in' Diawara, Mamadou; Lategan, Bemard; Rlsen, Jom (Eds): Memory in
Africa, Forthoomting New York: Berghahn Books 2009

14) Cf. Risen, JOm: Trauma and Mouming in Historical Thioking, i Joumal of

Interdiseiplinary Studies in History and Archeology, vol, 1, oo, 1, Summer 2004,
PR.10~12
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